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GOV. INSLEE, STAND UP 
FOR THE PEOPLE 
AND VETO BILL ON 
LEGISLATIVE SECRECY 


ashington state lawmakers have committed an 
egregious breach of the public trust. It now falls 
to Gov. Jay Inslee to correct the wrong born from their 


hubris. 

The governor mustveto media, the Legislature clos- 
Senate Bill6617,abrazen ing off records of how past 
attempt by lawmakers to cases might have been mis- 
exempt themselves from handled is a particular 
the state’s Public Records abomination. 

Act. These elected officials Yetin a stunning show of 
are evading the rulingofa arrogance Friday, a majori- 
judge and con- ty of legislators 
tradicting At- u made it clear 
torney General they think no 
Bob Ferguson, Call the Governor’s one has the 
bothofwhom Office at 360-902-4111. tight to scruti- 

: : To send an e-message, : ; 
said legislators goto nize their past 
are subject to st.news/contact-Inslee | Workonthe 
the law. public’s dime 

SB 6617 attempts to shut — not even the voters who 
down a lawsuit brought by elected them. 

10 news-media organiza- With dizzying speed and 
tions, including The Associ- no public debate, state 
ated Press and The Seattle lawmakers passed the bill 
Times. The bill tries to per- sealing off thousands of 
manently ban access to records that could inform 
lawmakers’ past emails, voters how well their elect- 
text messages and calen- ed leaders are representing 
dars, as well as past disci- them. The entire process 
plinary proceedings and took about 48 hours — 
complaints about lawmak- alarmingly fast for Wash- 
ers’ conduct. ington’s frequently plod- 

In this #MeToo era, ding Legislature — and 
where victims of sexual came one month after 
harassment at the state Thurston County Superior 
Capitol have had to seek Court Judge Chris Lanese 
justice through the news See > EDITORIAL, A11 


Kate Riley: Why we and seven other Washington 
newspapers are running front-page editorials > A10 
Contact your lawmakers who voted against 
transparency. Here’s how > A10 


Hundreds urge Inslee 
to veto records bill 


in Washington, D.C. 
TIMES 


EMAILS, PHONE CALLS 


Governor says he opposes it 
but points to measure’s 
‘veto-proof majority’ 


By JOSEPH O'SULLIVAN 
Seattle Times Olympia bureau 
OLYMPIA — More than 540 people 
have emailed Gov. Jay Inslee’s office 
in recent days urging him to oppose a 
bill overwhelmingly approved by the 
Legislature that would exempt state 
lawmakers from Washington’s Public 
Records Act. 


JOSE LUIS MAGANA / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee speaks during the National Governors Association 2018 winter meeting on Sunday 


On Monday, responding to a re- 
quest by The Seattle Times, the gov- 
ernor’s office made public the mes- 
sages that flooded Inslee’s inbox over 
the weekend about Senate Bill 6617. 

“The legislators are supposed to 
work for the people and the legisla- 
tive process should be clear and 
open,” wrote one constituent. “You 
need to stand up for the people of the 
State of Washington and vote against 
this,” wrote another. 

The messages are the types of 
records that lawmakers have long 
claimed they are exempt from releas- 
ing. But Inslee’s office, like other 
state and local government agencies, 
is covered by the Public Records Act. 

An analysis of the messages found 


more than 540 opposed the legisla- 
tion — and none supported it. 

Thurston County Judge Chris 
Lanese in January ruled that law- 
makers’ offices are subject to the 
Public Records Act. 

The decision, in a lawsuit brought 
by media organizations that include 
The Associated Press and The Seattle 
Times, is being appealed and may go 
before the state Supreme Court. 

But lawmakers decided not to wait. 

Legislators on Friday approved 
SB 6617, which would exempt the 
Legislature from the Public Records 
Act but makes some records, such as 
calendars and correspondence with 
lobbyists, public. The bill also would 

See > INSLEE, A5 


Justices frustrate Trump on DACA; 
ruling on Dreamers unlikely until fall 


People gather 
Monday at the 
Supreme Court 
in Washington, 
where justices 
declined to 
clear the way 
for the Trump 


By DAVID NAKAMURA 
AND ROBERT BARNES 
The Washington Post 


The Supreme Court de- 
clined Monday to intervene 
ina legal battle over the fate 
of the so-called Dreamers 
under President Donald 
Trump, effectively extending 
a temporary reprieve to 
young undocumented immi- 
grants shielded from depor- 
tation and providing Con- 
gress more time to come up 
with a legislative solution. 

The high court rejected the 
Trump administration’s 
unusual request to bypass an 
appellate court and review a 
lower court’s injunction that 


has blocked Trump from 
terminating the Obama-era 
Deferred Action for Child- 


nearly 700,000 people al- 
ready in the program may 
continue to apply for renew- 


hood Arrivals (DACA) pro- als of their work permits 
gram. indefinitely beyond a 
The lower court said the March 5 deadline Trump set 


for most of them to expire. 
The administration is not 
required to accept any new 
applicants for the program. 
Even as immigrant-rights 
advocates hailed the news, 


program that 
shields nearly 


they emphasized that DACA 
recipients remain in limbo 
and fretted that lawmakers 
would be lulled into a false 
complacency after failing to too.” 
See > DACA, A7 


The New York Times 


administration High School from a gun- 
to end the man with an assault weap- 
Obama-era on, even if he was unarmed 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Donald Trump assert- 
ed Monday that he would 
have rushed in to save the 
students and teachers of 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 


at the time of the massacre. 
Speaking to a meeting of 
the country’s governors at 


ery “even if I didn’t have a 
weapon, and I think most 
of the people in this room 
would have done that, 


The president’s remarks 7 


Trump tells governors 
he would have rushed 
in to stop shooting 


By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 


came during an hourlong 
televised conversation with 
the governors in the State 
Dining Room, during 
which Trump continued to 
grapple publicly with how 
best to respond to the Feb. 
14 mass shooting in Park- 
land, Florida, discussing 
such things as arming 
teachers and reopening 

See > GUNS, A4 


GOV. INSLEE tells Trump: 


SE the White House, Trump ‘less tweeting ... More 
conceded that “you don’t listening’ > B1 
= from know until you test it.” But 
AL DRAGO / THE NEW YORK TIMES deportation. he said he believed he 
would have exhibited brav- © 2018 Seattle Times Co. 


Our newsprint contains recycled 
fiber, and inks are reused. 


2000 


© TUE 


59423!2 


(206) 346-4001 MARINERS.COM/18 


